 MEDICATION  POLICY

Students may keep simple, over the counter medications in small amounts in their rooms.  Prescription drugs brought to school by students or prescribed while school is in session must be in their original pharmacy containers.  Certain prescription medicines may be kept in students’ rooms, but the Health Center must know of all prescriptions and can authorize students to keep them if deemed appropriate.  Still other prescriptions may be given in small amounts by Health Center staff.  Of significant note are the regulations regarding controlled medications.  Because of the potential for abuse or illegal handling, all controlled medications must be kept in and dispensed from the Health Center. Please read the additional information below if your child will be taking stimulants, narcotics, tranquilizers, antidepressants or antianxiety medication while at school. Please note that all prescriptions must have a prescribing provider written order (one form is included in the packet and should be photocopied for additional prescriptions), and a new order must be completed for any dose changes.  New orders must be on file for each new school year.

We continue to be concerned about issues surrounding controlled substances, including the safe use of stimulants, psychotropics, narcotics, tranquilizers and other potentially dangerous and addictive medication. To that end, our policy requires that students receive each dose of all such medication at the Health Center; some separate arrangements may be possible depending on circumstances for narcotic and tranquilizer use, but must be reviewed and authorized by the Health Center.  Students are responsible for coming to the Health Center in order to receive their medication. Should your prescribing provider at home place your son or daughter on such medication, you must inform the Health Center and the distribution of this medication must be coordinated through our clinical staff. 
 RE: ALL STIMULANT PRESCRIPTIONS:  Prescriptions for ongoing stimulant medication (Ritalin, Concerta, Focalin, Adderall, Dexedrine or their generic equivalents) may be processed at the Rite Aid Pharmacy in Concord, MA (71 Lowell Road, Concord, MA 01742; phone 978-369-5802).  In the interest of accuracy and safety, processed prescriptions in unit dose packs (“bubble packs”) for dispensing your child’s stimulant medication and all doses are observed by the nurse.  Do not give medication to your child to deliver to the Health Center.  Students are not to have any of this type of medicine in their possession at School.  For parents who are healthcare providers, stimulants may not be prescribed by a parent nor may the prescription medication form be signed by a parent.
We will work with you to ensure that your child receives the most comprehensive treatment he or she may need, and we appreciate your cooperation in supplying us with the appropriate information. All information will remain confidential and available only to those involved in your child’s care who need to know, which may include the Health Committee, advisors, dorm faculty, administrators, etc.  Failure to observe the rules around medication may lead to disciplinary action.

Please understand that we will do whatever we are able to ensure safe, appropriate medication use by your child. Feel free to request more extensive medication policy information, including procedures for communication and compliance.                                                                               
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